Studfall Junior School

Policy for the Visual Arts Curriculum.

KS2 art and design (Guidance from new curriculum – 2014)
Key stage 2 
Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.

•
Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

•
Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

•
Consider great artists, architects and designers in history
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1. Introduction.

1.1 In developing their knowledge, skills and understanding of the visual arts throughout Key stage two pupils will increase their creative side and imaginative skills through a series of carefully planned activities.

1.2 The pupils will be able to increase their awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times and cultures.

1.3 Through their artwork the children will become more confident in using a range of visual and tactile elements, including the use of ICT and photography. The children will be able to use these processes to communicate what they see, feel and think.

2. Aims. 

At Studfall Junior School we aim to:

2.1 Provide pupils with the means to explore and develop their ideas

2.2 Allow pupils to investigate the use of a variety of materials, methods and approaches to communicate their ideas and feelings through the visual arts.

2.3 Pupils will be taught about the different roles and purposes of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times and cultures. They should consider great artists, architects and designers in history.

2.4 Pupils will be encouraged to compare ideas and methods with others as well as opportunities to adapt their work according to their own views, describing how they may develop it further.

2.5 Throughout the progression of Key Stage 2 and their time in Studfall pupils will be given opportunities to explore a range of starting points for their work.

2.6 Pupils will have opportunities to work on their own and collaboratively in groups. They will have the opportunity to see a wide range of art work throughout the year groups and beyond. They will have the opportunity to see art work from KS3 and KS4.
2.7 All pupils will be given equal opportunity to develop the relevant skills needed for the visual arts regardless of ability, gender, race or cultural background.

2.8 Studfall will aim to provide opportunities for pupils to understand the work of local artists and to work with them in different environments. 
3. Teaching and learning of Art and Design 

The teaching and learning of art and design in Studfall Junior School will operate under the guidance of the Learning and Teaching Policy.

In addition, pupils will be encouraged to develop knowledge, skills and understanding through:
3.1 Generating ideas in discussions led by the teacher or between pupils.

3.2 Using sketchbooks as a tool for exploring and experimenting with ideas and techniques, as well as trying out a range of media.  They will use doodle books on a daily basis to develop their imagination and drawing skills. These skills should be used across the curriculum in all subjects, i.e. observational drawing in Science, sketching buildings in History etc. 
3.3 Exploration of visual and tactile elements such as colour, line, tone, shape and space and opportunities to explore how these different qualities can be combined and organised for different purposes.

In addition to the above pupils will be given opportunities to explore a variety of 2D and 3D work building upon prior experiences as they progress through the school.

4. Planning the Art and Design Curriculum.

4.1 A whole school long term planner provides an overview of each unit taught.

4.2 Each topic should be treated as part of a whole. Planning therefore needs to take into consideration prior experiences, allowing children to build on and expand their skills.

4.3 Medium term plans are the responsibility of each year group. The art co-ordinator is available for assistance.

4.4 Planning should take into consideration the ages and abilities of the children, allowing for more able and less able pupils. Differentiation will need to be addressed regularly as different classes have children with different needs. The art co-ordinator will be happy to give advice.

4.5 Short term planning is the responsibility of the class teacher who may call upon the art co-ordinator as required.

5. Assessment and Recording.

5.1 Ongoing teacher assessment is an integral part of good practice. It is important to remember that the main reason for assessment is to enable the teacher to match the task set to the abilities and needs of the pupils as they progress.

5.2 The art co-ordinator will collect evidence of work and examples of good practice, including copies of annotated sketchbooks and photographic evidence will be accessible via the Studfall Infant, Junior and Nursery website, under Curriculum - Art
5.3 Children will be encouraged to evaluate their own and others’ work to say what they think and feel about it, as well as making suggestions to develop it further.

6. Display.

Pupils will have opportunities to view their work on display, both in the classroom and around the school.

Display can include work in progress as well as the final product. This allows pupils to track their work and record the journey that can be art.

7. Health and Safety.

Pupils will be taught the safe and sensible use of all tools and materials used in art and will be made aware of any risks associated with the use of particular tools and materials.

8. Resources.

General art resources such as sketching pencils, paints, crayons etc. are available from stock. The co-ordinator is responsible for ordering and managing visual resources, specialist paper and any other relevant equipment.

The co-ordinator will supply written teacher notes on techniques as required.

9. Review
9.1 The Art and Design Policy will be reviewed in the spring term 2016 or earlier if required.

9.2 This policy is the responsibility of the Art co-ordinator.
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