Year 3

Spring One Geography: What’s under our feet?

Key vocabulary

volcano Volcanoes are like openings on the Earth's
surface. All volcanos can release lava,
rocks, gas or ash.

extinct A volcano that is no longer active. It's
been so long since the last eruption that
it's unlikely to ever erupt again.

dormant A volcano that has not erupted in a long
time but is expected to erupt again in the
future.

active A volcano which is either erupting or is
likely to erupt in the future.

magma Molten liquid rock stored under Earth's
surface.

lava Molten liquid rock that has reached the
Earth's surface.

crater At the top of a volcano there is oftena
crater, which is a bowl-like depression. The
mouth of the volcano.

earth’s The Earth’s hard outer layer. The crust is

crust made up of different types of rocks: igne-
ous, metamorphic, and sedimentary rocks.

eruption A volcanic eruption occurs when magma is
released from a volcano.

earth- An earthquake is the sudden shaking of the

quake surface due to the movement of the tec-
tonic plates.

tectonic The Earth's outer layer is made up of

plates large, moving pieces called plates. When
they move around (a few centimetres every
year), they create energy which can cause
earthquakes.

epicentre | The place on the Earth's surface directly
above the point where an earthquake
starts, and is the place where it is felt
most strongly.

vibration Rapid back-and-forth movement.

seismic Waves that travel through or over Earth.

waves They are usually generated by movements

of the Earth's tectonic plates but may also
be caused by explosions, volcanoes and
landslides.

Geography focus: What is under our feet?

Over this term we will be looking at what is under
our feet? We will look at the way the Earth is made
up of different layers. We will also look at how

volcanoes and earthquakes are caused.

We will be looking where in the world volcanoes are
found. Looking closely at volcanoes around the world
including the Vesuvius eruption.

Ke uestions

. What are volcanoes and earthquakes?
o What creates volcanoes?
. Where in the world are volcanoes found?

Most children will be able to:

Describe that a volcano is like an opening on the
Earth's surface that can release lava, rocks, gas or
ash.

Explain that a volcano is formed when magma rises
and erupts as lava through cracks in the Earth's

surface forming volcanoes.

Explain that the earth is covered by tectonic plates
that move and cause an earthquake.

Explain that the Earth's crust is made up of layers.
Know that there are different layers of the crust:
Humus, topsoil, subsoil, and bedrock.

Some children will be able to:

Explain that the Earth's crust is made up of:
crust, mantle, inner core and outer core.

Explain that humus is a layer of dead, rotting
material made from plants and animals.

Explain that topsoil contains a few rocks and
plants grow their roots there.

Explain that subsoil is where tree roots grow.

Explain that the Earth's crust is covered by
about 20 tectonic plates that move. When
the force is too much there is an earthquake.
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